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Guidance for Staff & Students Using Injectable Medications:
Safety and Disposal

Some students and staff may need to use injectable medications as part of their health care. This can include treatments for conditions such as diabetes, fertility (IVF), allergies, or other medical needs. It is important that these individuals can manage their medication safely and discreetly while on campus or during placements. Proper handling and disposal of needles and sharps helps protect everyone from accidental injury and ensures compliance with health and safety standards.

 Obtaining and Using a Sharps Bin

· Obtain a bin: Sharps bins are available on prescription (FP10 form) from your GP or a local pharmacy, typically free of charge.

· Responsibility: It is the responsibility of the individual to ensure safe storage and disposal.

· Safe storage: It is the responsibility of both students and staff to ensure that sharps and sharps bins are stored securely at all times.

· On Campus: Students must keep their sharps bin with them at all times.

· In Halls of Residence: The sharps bin must be kept in your room and not in communal areas.

· If You Cannot Carry It: If you are unable to keep the bin in a bag or similar secure container, please contact disability@worc.ac.uk to request access to a secure locker.

Failure to store sharps safely may pose a risk to others and could lead to disciplinary action.

· Proper use:

· Place used needles, lancets, and syringes directly into the sharps bin immediately after use.

· Never recap, bend, or break needles.

· Do not remove the lid once the bin contains sharps.

· Never force sharps into a full bin.

· Only fill the bin up to the designated "fill line" (usually three-quarters full).

· Sealing the bin: Once the bin reaches the fill line, or when it's ready for disposal, securely lock the lid until it "clicks" into permanent closure. Write your name and the date on the provided label. 
Disposal Arrangements
Disposal arrangements for full sharps bins vary by local authority. It is the responsibility of staff and students to arrange for their safe collection. 

· Local Council Collection: Most local authorities offer a free clinical waste collection service for residents who use sharps at home. Check your specific local council's website for information on how to request a collection and the necessary procedures. You can use the GOV.UK website to find information specific to your location.

· Community Pharmacy Take-back: Some pharmacies run a free sharps bin exchange. Check with the pharmacy where you obtained your sharps bin (or a nearby one) if they offer this service.

· GP Surgeries/Healthcare Providers: Depending on local policy, some GP surgeries or healthcare providers may also accept used sharps bins.

Important: Never put sharps, even in a container, into general household waste or recycling bins, as this poses a significant health hazard to waste handlers and the public. 
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