
 

 

Academic Appeals 

What is an Academic Appeal? 

An Academic Appeal is made to the Academic Registrar if there has been an administrative error in 

the conduct of an assessment, application of the regulations or some other irregularity relevant to 

an assessment. 

If the issue relates to student experience students should follow the Complaints Procedure. 

I don’t agree with my grade, can I appeal? 

University regulations do not permit an appeal to be made based upon the disagreement with the 

academic judgement of the Board of Examiners. 

This is standard practice amongst academic institutions; students cannot disagree with academic 

judgement. 

What reasons are there for appealing? 

These are the four grounds for appeal: 

 3.1.1 a material administrative error in the conduct of the assessment process or in the 

recording, transcription or reporting of assessment results;  

 3.1.2 an error by the Board of Examiners who did not act in accordance with the relevant 

regulations and procedures;  

 3.1.3 some other material irregularity relevant to the assessment(s) concerned which has 

substantially prejudiced the results of the assessment.  

 3.1.4 and, in the case of postgraduate research students only: that there has been bias in the 

assessment of their thesis on the part of one or more of the examiners. The University’s 

definition of bias is an apparent prevention of objective judgement by one or more of the 

examiners. This means that bias only exists where there is a material and negative 

connection between the examiner and the student which, in the opinion of a fair-minded 

person, prevents the examiner from exercising their objective. 

There are not set reasons for making an appeal. However, examples could include: 

 Evidence of specific instruction from a lecturer to include a certain point and that being 

criticised in the marking process. 

 An exam question written incorrectly 

 Feedback from a previous submission telling you to include certain information and then 

being marked down for doing so in a further submission (conflicting feedback). 

  



 

 

Your First Steps 

We always advise students in the first instance to first of all read their feedback carefully. After this 

they should arrange a meeting with the person who marked the work to discuss their grade further. 

If after this you still feel you have grounds for an appeal then you can consider formal action. 

How do I appeal? 

If you wish to make an appeal, you must complete the form "Submission of Academic Appeal" no 

later than 10 working days after the publication of results. Evidence must accompany the form.  

The publication of results occurs the day the marks are agreed by a Board of Examiners, when your 

results go from 'provisional' to 'confirmed' on your SOLE page. If you are not sure when the relevant 

Board of Examiners meet, please contact Student Records on 01905 855333. 

Do you need further advice? 

An Academic and Welfare Advisor can offer support and advice regarding the Academic Appeals 

Procedures and attend meetings with students if needed. 

To make an appointment: 

Phone      01905 543210 

Drop in     Students’ Union Welcome Desk 

Fill out an online enquiry form  www.worcsu.com/helpandadvice/adviceform 

 

A copy of the Academic Appeals Procedure can be found here 

www2.worc.ac.uk/registryservices/documents/FitnesstoPractiseProcedures.pdf 

The Academic Appeals Form  

www2.worc.ac.uk/registryservices/documents/Academic_Appeals_Form_2017-18(2).doc 
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