






For information and links, see the 
SU Advice Service web pages:

www.worcsu.com/help
andadvice/academic/

fitnesstopractice
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Help you understand the 
regulations and procedures 
to hopefully get the best 
outcome possible. 

Ensure that any case is 
handled in accordance with 
University procedures and 
that the outcome is 
reached fairly.

Help you prepare for any 
meetings you might have to 
attend and accompany 
you if needed.

PLACES TO GET
ADVICE:

WHAT CAN THE SU DO?

SU Advice Service | 
suadvice@worc.ac.uk 

Our Advisors can:

The University procedure can be 
found here: www.worc.ac.uk/
registryservices/649.htm

Fitness to Practise procedures affect students 
studying on an academic course leading to a 
professional qualification. This includes teaching, 
nursing, and social work students.

The procedure covers students’ behaviour both in 
and out of University as well as on placement. An 
initial investigation will be undertaken if the 
University receives any information about the 
behaviour of a student which causes concerns 
regarding the student’s fitness to practise their 
profession.

This information could come from other students, 
colleagues, professionals, academics, or members of 
the public.

FITNESS TO PRACTISE

POSSIBLE OUTCOMES
Depending on the seriousness of the 
allegations there may be no further action, an 
action plan, or permanent withdrawal 
from your studies.



10

ACADEMIC MISCONDUCT
(PLAGIARISM OR CHEATING)

Help you understand the regulations and procedures.

Ensure that any case is handled in accordance with University procedures and that 
the outcome is reached fairly.

Help you understand regulations and procedures.

Help you prepare for any meetings you might have to attend and accompany you if 
needed.

PLACES TO GET ADVICE:

WHAT CAN THE SU DO?

SU Advice Service | suadvice@worc.ac.uk     Registry | academicmisconduct@worc.ac.uk

Our Advisors can:

Academic integrity is an important part of 
study. The University has a process it puts 
in place if there is any suspicion of 
misconduct in assessments or exams. The 
term 'academic misconduct' is used to cover 
all the possible methods of plagiarism or 
'cheating', both intentional and un-intentional.

As a student, you are expected to familiarise 
yourself with the different types of plagiarism 
and how to avoid it.

The penalties for academic misconduct can 
be very severe. Sometimes your degree 
classification can be downgraded or you 
might not be able to graduate with your 
course mates. We recommend getting 
advice as early on in the process as possible.

The University procedure and 
deadlines can be found here:
www.worcester.ac.uk/registry
services/681.htm

For information and links, see the 
SU Advice Service web pages:

www.worcsu.com/help
andadvice/academic/
plagiarismcheating/
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THE OFFICE OF THE 
INDEPENDENT 
ADJUDICATOR (OIA)

For more information 
about the OIA see:

WWW.OIAHE
.ORG.UK

If for any reason you are unhappy with how the University has investigated your 
complaint, you can take the matter to the OIA. However, you can only do this if you 
have exhausted the internal complaints procedure of the University.

To make a complaint to the OIA you must have first received a University 
Completion of Procedures Letter. Once this has been received there is a twelve 
month deadline to take a complaint to the OIA.

The OIA operates an independent student complaints  scheme for Higher Education.

WHAT CAN THE SU DO?
The Advice Service can support any 
student in the process of making a 
complaint to the OIA.
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